
FAQs: Filming in the City of Shoreline  
The following questions help you understand how to get the most out of filming in Shoreline:  

 
1) What are the boundaries of the City of Shoreline?  

The City of Shoreline is bordered by the City of Seattle and 145th on the south, Puget Sound on 
the west, 205th on the north, and shares its eastern border with the City of Lake Forest Park. The 
following link provides a map and directions.  

 
2) Are you filming for commercial use, is your budget over $1,000, do you use extensive artificial 

lighting, or is your crew larger than five people?  
If any of these statements apply to your project, then we are particularly happy that you’ve 
chosen Shoreline as a location! You qualify to be a part of the Shoreline filmmaker community 
and access the resources of the Shoreline Film Office. We ask that you complete a Shoreline Film 
Office Project Information Form to acquaint us with your project. The Shoreline Film Office 
wants to be sure that your work is highlighted in our publications, that we effectively advocate 
for you, that you are protected with local knowledge and permits, and that you are aware of the 
collaborators, incentives and resources available.  
 

3) What resources are available through the Shoreline Film Office?  
The Shoreline Film Office is committed to growing a local film industry—and the talent to 
support it—by providing a collaborative context for film professionals to create their work. The 
Shoreline Film Office is a collaborative effort of the Office of Economic Development at the City 
of Shoreline and the Performance Arts and Digital Filmmaking program at Shoreline Community 
College. The Shoreline Film Office is the broker for services, incentives, venues, and production 
support for local film, gaming, theater, and sound professionals willing to create a laboratory 
experience for Shoreline Community College students.  
 
Our permanent production spaces are located on the Shoreline Community College campus. 
Those designated as “SFO Friends” are eligible to apply to use the Shoreline Film Office’s 
collaboration space and book the black box theater space (capable of seating 40 for screenings 
or being used for casting). In addition, with an educational agreement in place, Shoreline 
Community College film students and equipment are available for filming and post-production 
at little or no additional cost. To learn more, please contact Tony Doupe at the Shoreline Film 
Office at (206) 546-5829 or at tdoupe@shoreline.edu.  

 
4) Will you be blocking any Right-of-Way (ROW) for an extended period during shooting?  

ROW includes roads, sidewalks, public trails, and other public “ways.” If you’re simply shooting a 
scene for a limited time in the ROW and traffic continues to flow, no permit is required. If, on 
the other hand, you will be blocking ROW for an extended period during your production, you 
may need a Right-of-Way Permit. In addition, you may need signage or police to control traffic 
during shooting. Completing a Shoreline Film Office Project Information Form helps us begin to 
tailor a package to the specifics of your project.  
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5) Are you requiring exclusive use of a significant part of a City-owned park or facility?  

If so, you will need a license for the period likely need to enter into a Master Film Permit with 
the Shoreline Parks Department. When a License Agreement is required, the City typically 
requires a Certificate of Insurance that names the City as an “additional insured” and charges a 
facility rental fee. However, if you’re only shooting briefly in a park and you won’t be restricting 
its use by others, then no license agreement is necessary. If you are unsure, completing a 
Shoreline Film Office Project Information Form allows us to help you understand whether a 
License Agreement is required.  

 
6) Are you conducting an extended commercial shoot in a residential area?  

If, for example, your project is being shot in a single-family neighborhood for days or weeks, 
then the City will need to issue a Temporary Use Permit that allows commercial filming in the 
residential zone for a short period. The permit seeks to balance the goals of protecting the 
neighborhood’s character while allowing artists access to Shoreline’s wonderful locations.  
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